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Famine in Africa, War in Europe,
Violence in Brooklyn

Under Attack in Another Part of the World: This too is what tragedy looks like. The government in Mogadishu, capital of Somalia, declared a humanitarian 
emergency in November and the UN’s World Food Program (WFP) warned that 13 million people in Somalia, parts of Ethiopia and Kenya, would face severe 
hunger in the first quarter of 2022. The WFP, unfortunately, was correct.  According to the Associated Press, many “have walked for days, fleeing the drought 
now ravaging a large part of rural Somalia. Their growing ranks are expected to swell further in the coming months as the Horn of Africa faces its worst drought 
conditions in a decade.” Here, Drought-affected people sit between huts at the Al-Hidaya camp for internally displaced people on the outskirts of the capital. 
Many of them slept on the road for several days to reach the camp. (Credit Image: © Mohamed Odowa/dpa via ZUMA Press)” Page 5

The pioneering Somali journalist Nasrin Mohamed Ibrahim, Somalia’s first 
woman to head a media house, beat the odds. Of her journey, she says, ‘I have 
had to fight many battles. Women are expected to keep their mouths shut here 
in Somalia. But Not Any More!” (Photo credit: Bilan)
Page 6

“Enuf” to Last a Lifetime: Ntozake Shange’s classic choreopoem, in revival after 
46 years, returns to Broadway raves and new firsts. See pages 7, 12.

A “Rainbow” on BroadwayFirst All-Female Newsroom 
Opened in Somalia

“I really do not care 
whether men are 

interested in our stories 
or not.”



2 Our Time Press | April 14-20, 2022 Vol. 26 No. 15

DAVID M. GREAVES
Publisher/Co-Founder
President, DBG Media, Publishers
of Our Time Press, Inc.

BERNICE ELIZABETH GREEN
Co-Founder/Editor-in-Chief
(On Hiatus/Special Projects)

FERN E. GILLESPIE
Senior Editor

COLLWYN CLEVELAND
Design/On-Line Marketing

Columnists
Victoria Horsford
What’s Going On

Contributing Editor
Dr. Laurie Nadel
Special Projects

Contributors
Maitefa Angaza - Arts & Community
Lola Waterman, Esq. - Legal Matters

Distribution
Rogelio Rook

David Mark Greaves
DBG Media Publishers of Our Time Press, Inc.
257 Nostrand Avenue, Ste. 506
Brooklyn, NY 11205

Tel. 718-599-6828
Fax 718-599-6826
www.ourtimepress.com

No part of the publication may be reproduced without prior 
permission of the publishers. 
Publishers Are not responsible for any ad claims. 
MBE Certified in NYC, NYS 
and the Port Authority of NY & NJ 
Member: New York State 
Press Association

Our Times Press 
¼ page 
  

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORATION 

DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT 
ALTERNATIVE FUELS PROGRAM 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
  

The New York City Department of Transportation is releasing the 
following Request for Proposals: 84121P0033-84121MBTP427 
Consultant/Program Management Services in Connection with 
NYC Clean Trucks Program. 
  
Contract Term: Five (5) years (1825 CCD) with an option to renew 
under the same terms and conditions for up to five (5) years (1825 
CCD) at the sole discretion of the City. 
  
This Procurement for Consultant/Program Management Services 
is subject to a DBE participation goal of 18%. 
  
A Pre-Proposal Conference (Optional) has been scheduled for 
May 2, 2022, Time: 11:00 A.M. via Zoom. Proposers who wish to 
connect to the Zoom Conference will need a Zoom ID and 
Password or the link. Proposers who wish to attend should contact 
the authorized agency contact person (dmaco@dot.nyc.gov) via 
email no later than April 28, 2022 by 5:00 PM for the Zoom link.  
Proposers will need to provide the first name, last name of 
everyone who wishes to connect, name of the organization, phone 
number and email address.  Deadline for submission of questions 
is May 4, 2022 by 5:00 P.M. 
  
This Request for Proposals (RFP) is released through PASSPort, 
New York City’s online procurement portal. Responses to this RFP 
must be submitted via PASSPort by 2:00 P.M. on May 16, 2022. To 
access the RFP, vendors should visit the PASSPort public Portal at 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/mocs/systems/about-go-to-passport.page 
and click on the “Search Funding Opportunities in PASSPort” blue 
box. Doing so will take one to the public portal of all procurements 
in the PASSPort system. To quickly locate the RFP, insert the EPIN 
84121P0033, into the Keyword search field.  In order to respond to 
the RFP, vendors must create an account within the PASSPort 
system if they have not already done so. 
 
 
 

 

This is a pre-
sentation by Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders 
saluting Amazon 
Labor Union or-
ganizers Christian 
Smalls, Angelika 
Maldonado and 
Michelle Valentin 
Nieves on how they 
and their coworkers 

at the JFK8 Amazon warehouse in Staten 
Island achieved the most important union 
victory in a decade. The YouTube program 
was sponsored by Jacobin and the Emer-
gency Workplace Organizing Committee.

The victory that the Amazon Labor 
Union won in Staten Island has been an 
inspiration, I think, for millions of people 
all over this country. What you did is that 
you took on one of the most powerful cor-
porations in this country, owned by one of 
the wealthiest people in this country. A cor-
poration that spent millions and millions 
of dollars trying to prevent a union. And, 
you with a grass roots effort -- a locally 

organized union with almost no financial 
resources --you beat Amazon. That is re-
markable. I just want to, from the bottom 
of my heart, congratulate you for that ex-
traordinary victory.

Obviously, all across this country, peo-
ple are saying “Whoa. If these guys at Am-
azon can take on that company, we can do 
it as well.” It’s Nelson Mandela that said 
“Everything is impossible until it is done.” 
You did it. I understand that already, there 
are Amazon warehouses all over the coun-
try that want more information as to how 
you did it. 

What we’re looking at, I think, is a 
national sweeping movement. I think that 
what’s going on in America today, and you 
are helping to lead that effort, is that peo-
ple are sick and tired of corporate greed. I 
mean, can you imagine you guys work for 
a company owned by a man who’s worth 
something like $180 billion dollars? He 
has spent $500 million on a yacht. He has 
a mansion with 25 bathrooms and yet he is 
continuing to squeeze his workers as hard 
as he can and to fight the ability of workers 

to come together for decent wages, decent 
benefits, decent schedules, decent working 
conditions. And, whether it’s Bezos or the 
rest of the people who own Starbucks or 
where else? Exploitation is taking place. 
People are saying enough is enough. We 
are living in an economy today where it’s 
not just Bezos, but you have all kinds of 
corporations making huge amounts of 
profit. You have more income and wealth 
inequality today than we’ve had in 100 
years. During the pandemic, people like 
Bezos and others have become phenom-
enally richer. While ordinary workers are 
falling further and further behind. 

What I think working people under-
stand that if they’re going to get decent 
wages and dignity on the job, they need to 
come together, they need to form a union. 
They need to be able to sit down and bar-
gain through collective bargaining for what 
they need. I don’t know if we are entering a 
period like the 1930s during the Depression 
when we saw massive union organizing. At 
that point, unemployment was really, really 
high. People were terribly exploited. 

We’re living in a different time right 
now. I think that at this moment, what 
you guys at Amazon have done has really 
touched a nerve. People are saying enough 
is enough. Working people in the richest 
country on Earth deserve decent wages, 
healthcare schedules, etc. So, I look for-
ward to working with you. And, I know 
that I have colleagues in the Congress who 
feel the same as I do. Our demand now is 
that Bezos and Amazon sit down and start 
negotiating a contract. Our demand is they 
stop spending millions trying to prevent 
workers from exercising their constitution-
al right to form a union. 

So that’s about all that I have to say. 
I’m just enormously gratified and inspired 
by what you have done. I look forward to 
doing everything I can to see that the work 
you have done spread all over this country. 
So, congratulations and keep up the good 
work. 

Senator Bernie Sanders - 
A Grassroots Union Beat Amazon

EDITORIAL

Mar. 28, 2022 (GIN) - 
Ngozi Okonjo Iweala, the 
head of the World Trade Orga-
nizer, is warning that skyrock-
eting global food prices as a 
result of the war in Ukraine 
could trigger food riots from 
people going hungry in poor 
countries. 

WTO Director Gener-
al Okonjo-Iweala urged 
food-producing countries against hoarding 
supplies and said it was vital to avoid a 
repeat of the Covid pandemic, when rich 
countries were able to secure for them-
selves the bulk of vaccines. 

In an interview with The Guardian of 
the UK, the WTO director general noted 
the dependence of many African countries 
on food supplies from the Black Sea re-
gion. 

“I think we should be very worried. The 
impact on food prices and hunger this year 
and next could be substantial. Food and en-
ergy are the two biggest items in the con-
sumption baskets of poor people all over 
the world,” Okonjo-Iweala said. 

“It is poor countries and poor people 
within poor countries that will suffer the 
most.” 

Okonjo-Iweala, a former Nigerian fi-
nance minister, said 35 African countries 
were dependent on food imported from the 
Black Sea region, adding that Russia and 
Ukraine were responsible for 24% of glob-
al supplies of wheat. 

After being strongly critical of the 
“vaccine apartheid” that affected Africa 
during the pandemic, she said WTO mem-
ber states had to resist the temptation of 
protecting their own food stocks. 

“It is a natural reaction to keep what 
you have – we saw that with vaccines. But 
we shouldn’t make the same mistake with 

food.”
The last time rising food prices sparked 

food riots was between 2006 and 2008. 
Protests broke out in developing countries 
as  prices in a wide range of food, oil and 
other primary commodities increased in 
dramatic fashion, in some cases more than 
doubling within a few months. Policymak-
ers were presented with the challenge of si-
multaneously addressing hunger, poverty, 
and political instability. 

In Africa, food riots swept across the 
continent, from Egypt and Tunisia in the 
North, to Burkina Faso and Senegal in the 
West, and Madagascar and Mozambique 
in the South (Fig. 1). The crisis reinforced 
the extent to which oil and food markets 
have become highly interdependent, and 
highlighted the relative inability of nation-
al governments and the international com-
munity to adequately deal with dramatic 
surges in food prices. 

“We must make sure we learn the les-
sons from vaccines and previous food cri-
ses,” Ms. Okonjo-Iweala said. “I am not 
sure we can fully mitigate the impact of the 
war in Ukraine because the numbers in-
volved are huge, but we can mitigate some 
of it.” 
LISA VIVES 
Global Information Network
Member, National Writers Union

World Trade Head Predicts 
Food Riots in Poor Countries 

Due to Ukraine War

CORRECTION:
In the April  7, 2022 issue, we incorrectly named 

Christian Smalls as Christopher.

Ngozi Okonjo Iweala
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This Monday, President Joe Biden 
took new steps aimed at regulating “ghost 
guns,” those untraceable, homemade 
weapons created by 3D printers.

Biden announced executive actions 
pointed at regulating ghost guns. The new 
rules require anyone purchasing a gun kit to 

undergo a background check, which is re-
quired for other kinds of firearm purchases. 
Those selling kits will also be required to 
include a serial number on the components 
that make up the weapon, so the firearm 
can be traced. Additionally, the new rules 
mandate firearm dealers add a serial num-

ber to already-assembled ghost guns they 
come across. Ghost guns are sometimes 
called privately made firearms, or PMFs, 
because did not have serial numbers. 

“It’s no longer a ghost,” Biden said. 
“It has a return address. And it’s going to 
help save lives, reduce crime and get more 
criminals off the streets.”

Ghost gun weapons are made from 
plastic or polymer parts. They are untrace-
able, self-assembled firearms, sometimes 
put together with parts sold online. Ghost 
gun blueprints can be easily downloaded. 
To print out a gun’s lower receiver takes 
approximately 12 hours, but the metal up-
per receiver has to be purchased separately. 
It can take as little as 30 minutes to assem-
ble the firearm.  

According to the NYPD, there has 
been a rise in the use of these untraceable, 
homemade weapons in violent crimes. Last 
week, a ghost gun was used in the murder 
of a teenage girl, a 16-year-old high school 
student in the Bronx. A few days earli-
er, NYPD seized a cache of ghost guns 
during a raid in Brooklyn. This included 
eight complete AR- or AK-style rifles and 
five handguns. They also found a brand-

new 3D printer. In March, a gun dealer in 
Brooklyn was caught with two 3D printers. 
As of April 6, NYPD has seized 131 ghost 
guns — almost one out of every eight guns 
recovered by the police this year. Mayor 
Eric Adams announced that since January 
2022, the NYPD has recovered 163 ghost 
guns, compared to 29 over the same period 
in 2021. 

In 2019, former Queens Council Mem-
ber I. Daneek Miller, as co-chair of the 
Black, Latino, and Asian Caucus, spon-
sored Introduction 1548, which requires 
the NYPD to report on the number of sei-
zures of ghost guns and 3D printed guns.

“The ability for criminals to get their 
hands on dangerous and virtually un-
traceable ghost guns is unacceptable,” 
Miller said in 2019. “In my Southeast 
Queens district, as well as throughout the 
City, we have witnessed a troubling up-
tick in gun violence. We must continue to 
be proactive in keeping our communities 
safe.” 

According to the Giffords Law Center 
to Prevent Gun Violence, at least 10 states 
and Washington, DC, have already taken 
steps to restrict or ban the purchase or use 
of ghost guns. 

When we think of metal detectors, we 
usually think of the lines at airports or prac-
tically any government building.  Mayor 
Eric Adams said when he spoke about met-
al detectors, that’s not the model the city 
was looking at.  The city is looking at weap-
ons detection systems, not metal detection 
and is examining the new technologies in 
weapons detection.  Adams said he will use 
“every legal means” to protect New York-
ers with the technology available that pro-
duces an  experience that is transparent to 

the person.  No 
pat downs, no 
searches.

Mayor Ad-
ams said in an 
MSNBC inter-
view that 10% 
of the guns con-
fiscated this year 
were ghost guns, 

and from that we can take it that the kind of 
system the city might be looking at would 

have to have “Ghost gun” detection capa-
bility. 

Here’s how one of them operates, “Bill 
Riker, CEO of Liberty Defense, told De-
sign News that ‘Hexwave is aimed at de-
tecting weapons and other articles in dy-
namic, urban environments – places more 
chaotic and unpredictable than the queues 
at airports. Rather than distinguishing spe-
cific models or types of guns, what Hex-
wave looks for is identifiable shapes. At 
this point, it’s general, but we can tell the 

difference between a plastic handgun and a 
metal handgun,” Riker said. “You can see 
if it’s a revolver or if it’s a semiautomat-
ic pistol. You can also see explosives, in-
cluding pyrotechnics. In that case you can 
actually you see the accelerates within the 
container.”

A system like that, integrated with 
OMNY means you’ll walk through, be 
checked for weapons, pay for the ride, and 
never break stride.

DMG

President Biden Aims at Regulating Ghost Guns

Metal Detectors in the Subway System?  Not what you may think.
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APRIL IN AMERICA  
April 12 was the day that made New 

York the nation’s breaking-news capital, 
with a mass shooting on a Brooklyn sub-
way station and with the indictment and 
subsequent resignation of the NYS Lieu-
tenant Governor Brian Benjamin.    The 
news cycle began when stories broke about 
the 8:30 am smoke bombed, mass shooting 
on a Brooklyn train where hundreds of pas-
sengers were in harm’s way, including 10 
who were shot and 19 others injured.  By 5 
pm, the NYPD along with Federal backup, 
identified  African American Frank James, 
as the gunman, a person of interest, and 
displayed his image widely in all media. 
James has not been apprehended.  

The other breaking story related to 
NYS Lieutenant Gover-
nor Brian Benjamin who 
has been arrested and in-
dicted on five charges by 
the FBI and the US At-
torney General’s Office 
for bribery as an NYS 

Senator who directed 
state monies to a Har-
lem real estate inves-

tor Gerald Migdol in exchange for thou-
sands of dollars in fraudulent campaign 
donations and support for his 2021  NYC 
Comptroller campaign.  Brian  Benjamin 
pleaded not guilty to all charges. Later in 
the day, NY Governor Hochul announced 
Brian Benjamin’s resignation.  A Brown 
University and Harvard B School alum, 
Brian was a NYS Senator from Harlem be-
fore being named Lieutenant Governor last 
August when Lieutenant Governor Kathy 
Hochul became the accidental governor.   
She is running for a full term as governor 
now without a running mate.   This story is 
rife with unintended consequences for the 
June Primary.  Benjamin’s name will be on 
the Primary ballot.      

April 8 was a great day in America, 
at least according to White House optics. 
President Joe Biden entered the White 
House south lawn flanked by two powerful 
African American women, Vice President 
Kamala Harris and Judge Ketanji  Brown  
Jackson.  The occasion was to introduce 
Judge Jackson to America the day after the 
US Senate confirmed her nomination to the 

US Supreme Court. The nation needs more 
days like that!  

NEW YORK:  NYS passed a historic 
$220 billion budget without 
the customary three men in 
room protocols. Where is all 
of that money going?   Some 
reforms to the 2019 no bail 
law, rent arrears for strug-
gling tenants, child welfare, 
casino licenses, cocktails to-
go,  a $1 billion for Buffalo 

Bills stadium in Governor Kathy Hochul’s 
native Buffalo, health care, and pork, pork, 
pork.   The Tuesday bombshell about LG 
Brian Benjamin eclipses  all budget chatter.

 
HARLEM:    Enough already. There 

was a third fire at Lenox Terrace recent-
ly along its once flourishing commercial 
corridor, at Lenox Avenue between 133rd 
and 135th Streets.  Unlike the previous two 
fires, the NYFD said that the third fire was 
deliberate.  Why so many fires now?  The 
Olinick family, owner of the Lenox Terrace 
failed to get re-zoning approval for its pro-
posed $800 million expansion in 2019….
and then mysterious fires began. 

COVID  UPDATES
NYC Mayor Eric Adams  tested COVID 

positive on the 100th day of his ascension 
to City Hall.   How is he doing?  It’s too 
early to assign performance grades.  He is 
peerless with regard to the energy level and 
intensity he brings to the workplace.  The 
NYC Mayoralty is the second hardest job 
in America. Did he and Governor Hochul 
relax COVID protocols prematurely?  Yes!  
In NY there are 1800 new cases of Covid 
positivity daily. There is a COVID surge 
but hospitalization rates remain low. 

Philadelphia is the first American city 
to reinstate the indoor masks mandate 
about a month after it was lifted. 

According to Northwell.edu/Lenox-
Top 50.   Manhattan-based Lenox Hill is 
NYC’S only hospital in the nation’s top 
50, offering the best care in Manhattan and 
among the top 1% in the nation.   

BUSINESS BUZZ
The April 10 issue of the NY Times 

Magazine devoted to billionaires includes 
a story EMPIRE STATE OF MIND about 
Black billionaires by Blair McClendon.  It 

focuses on the “profound psychic contor-
tions of the Black entertaining billionaires” 

like HIPHOP moguls 
Jay-Z and Kanye West 
who join the club by way 
of fame and branding. 
Of the top ten African 
American billionaires, 
only two, Robert Smith 
and David Steward are 
information technology 
executives. Others in-

clude Oprah Winfrey, Tyler Perry, Rihanna 
and Michael Jordan.

The Board 
Room:  CITI bank 
board of directors 
include Deborah 
Wright, former 
Carver Federal Sav-
ings Bank CEO and 
current Rockefeller 
Foundation execu-
tive, and Dr. Peter 

Blair Henry, Dean Emeritus, NYU Stern 
School of Business

The Black News Channel, a cable TV 
platform, founded by former  Republi-
can  Congress member 
JC Watts,  shut down 
and filed for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy pro-
tection in Florida last 
month, two years after 
its much-ballyhooed 
launch. It amassed more 
than $50 million in debt. 
The BNC was incubating 
since 2007 when Barack 
Obama ran for the US 
Presidency.   

ARTS/CULTURE
R E A D E R S  

WATCH: People are 
talking about the NY Post 
opinion piece,  “Should 
Black Women Consider 
Marrying White Men” 
by Ralph Richard Banks,  
a Stanford Law Faculty 
member. The trigger for 
the piece is Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris and 
Judge Ketanji Brown 
Jackson, both of whom 
are married to white 
men, a lawyer, and doc-
tor respectively.       

Political cognoscenti should read the 
February 7 issue of the City & State NY 
online magazine piece, “The Shift in Black 
Power from Harlem to Brooklyn”  by  
Clem Richardson which is spot on, well 
analyzed, good food for thought.  

The February 27 New York Times 
Magazine cover story, “Inside The Com-
plicated Rise of an Unusual Power Cou-
ple” by Danny Hakim and Jo Becker  is 
an analysis of the marriage of Black Su-
preme Court Judge Clarence Thomas and 
his white wife, Ginni, who will go crazy 
when Ketanji Brown Jackson arrives at the 
US Supreme Court this year. Wonder what 
the details were of the Faustian deal Judge 
Thomas made in 1991 with President 
George Bush who nominated him to the 
US  Supreme Court.  The story is required 
reading for future WGO references to Gin-
ni, her political clout among Republicans, 
the Far Right, the role she played during 
the January 6 insurrection, and her hubby’s 
inability to recuse himself from SCOTUS 
cases related to causes that she espouses.

A Harlem-based business strategies 
consultant, Victoria can be reached at vic-
toria.horsford@gmail.com

One time use only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or offer.
Coupon offer good until December 31, 2022.  Valid for any new  

service except subscription fees. Must mention coupon at time of sale.

What’s Going On
•By Victoria Horsford 

Brian Benjamin

Kathy Hochul

Deborah Wright

David Steward

  
 
 
 
 

EXAMINATION APPLICATION FILING DEADLINE MAY 2 
 

Correction Officer Trainee 
 

• $45,712 hiring rate 
• $48,081 after 6 months 
• $55,057 after 1 year 
• PAID time off 
• GREAT benefits 
• Retire after 25 years 

AT ANY AGE 
 

Apply on-line today or download exam information at: 
https://www.cs.ny.gov/jobseeker/ 

 
Additional information about the position of correction officer is available on our 

website at https://doccs.ny.gov/ 

 
KATHY HOCHUL, GOVERNOR  •  ANTHONY J. ANNUCCI, ACTING COMMISSIONER 

 
An Equal Opportunity Employer  
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Jayati Ghosh

•By Mercy Juma
•BBC News, Galkayo
As Somalia faces what experts call its 

worst drought in a decade, children are 
bearing the brunt. Parents are struggling to 
feed them, with nearly half of the country’s 
under-five population likely to suffer from 
acute malnutrition by June. 

Nimco Abdi gently places her six-
month-old baby girl onto a plastic basin 
supported with sisal ropes. The weighing 
scale from which the basin hangs reads 0.6 
stone (4kg). That is almost less than half 
of what the child’s ideal weight should be. 

She is too tiny for her age. Her eyes are 
sunken, bones are protruding and her skin 
is wrinkled and pale. She lets out a feeble, 
barely audible cry as Nimco picks her back 
up. 

“I used to breastfeed her. But I became 
so sick from lack of food. And she got so 
thin, I decided to bring her here. At least 
she can get milk and drugs,” says Nimco. 

Nimco has just arrived at a malnutri-
tion stabilization center in Luuq, 310 miles 
(500km) from Mogadishu in south-west-
ern Somalia. She is given a bed inside the 
facility, which she will have to share with 
another mother.

Her story is one among many mothers 
who are facing the potential death of their 
children by malnutrition.

“If nothing is done, it is projected that 
by the summer of this year, 350,000 of the 
1.4 million severely malnourished children 
in the country, will perish,” warns Adam 
Abdelmoula from the United Nations Of-
fice for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (Ocha). 

“Already in this country, 70% of school-
age children are not attending school. In 
just one state in Juba land, the drought has 
led to closure of 40 schools and that is go-
ing to be the trend in many drought-affect-
ed areas,” he continues, adding that some 
girls are being married off early because 
their families cannot feed them.

Villages deserted
Fatuma Mohamed, a nurse at Luuq’s 

malnutrition center, says the bed capacity 
is 18, but more than 50 children and their 
mothers are here. 

“Our worry is the big numbers that we 
are getting. We are overloaded and oper-
ating beyond our full capacity. We have 
been running short of medical supplies,” 
she says. 

“The women are coming with severely 
malnourished children. And most of them 
also have acute watery diarrhea and mea-
sles,” she continues. 

This center is only a glimpse of the 
situation across Somalia. The drought has 

affected 4.5 million 
people. The Juba Riv-
er, the largest in So-
malia, has barely any 
water left. 

According to the 
UN, almost 700,000 
people have been 
forced from their 
homes in search of 
food and water for 
them and their ani-
mals, and the numbers 
keep rising. 

There have been 
four seasons of failed 
rains and tempera-
tures are unbearably 
high - 90% of the 
country is dry.

Along the roads in rural areas, carcasses 
of animals are strewn all over - dead goats, 
donkeys and camels. This is catastrophic 
for the many Somalis who earn their living 
by raising and selling animals.

The prices for food and water are surg-
ing. Villages have been deserted as people 
move nearer to the urban centers in search 
of relief. 

Those who remain behind are the el-
derly, who wait - either for the rain to fall, 
or for their young ones to come back with 

water.
The drought is affecting not only So-

malia, but the rest of the Horn of Africa 
and many other parts of the continent. The 
International Committee for the Red Cross 
(ICRC) says at least a quarter of all Afri-
cans are facing a food security crisis. 

There is also a dramatic rise in the 
numbers of displaced people. The hunger 
crisis is also being overshadowed by the 
Russia-Ukraine war, as all efforts, aid and 
funding are focused there. 

Somalia drought: ‘Act now or 350,000 children will die’

see SOMALIA on page 11

Hawa Fargod worries what the future holds for her children 
Some of the children are so feeble, they die on the way.

see SOMALIA on page 11
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Mogadishu —  Somalia’s first wom-
en-run radio and television outlet has 
opened in the capital, Mogadishu. United 
Nations-supported Bilan Media will pro-
duce content aimed at addressing issues 
affecting women and champion women’s 
rights in the conservative country.

The launch of Bilan Media in Moga-
dishu marks another leap in the effort by 
women to secure their place in Somalia’s 
patriarchal public arena.

Bilan means bright and clear in the So-

mali language, and the founders say they 
will stay true to its meaning by shedding 
light on some of the most consequential is-
sues relating to and affecting women.

This project is designed to overcome 
many of the challenges facing the commu-
nity, she says. It will focus on the challeng-
es facing women. She says there are sto-
ries about women which will be revealed 
... because there are a lot of stories in the 
community and they don’t allow them to 

be published, so Bilan will reveal those 
stories. 

By going all-female, Bilan hopes to 
break the barriers in Somalia’s conserva-
tive society where issues such as rape, sex-
ual assault and women’s medical issues are 
often ignored. 

Bilan says it does not seek to com-
pete with the mainstream media but to 
chart its course in elevating the voices of 
women and influencing the agenda in the 
male-dominated society

Fathi Mohamed Ahmed is the deputy 
editor.

She says, “I can say that the reason 
for the formation of this media outlet for 
women is that in most parts of Mogadishu 
and Somalia as a whole, there are media 
outlets where both men and women work 
but are managed and owned by men. The 
circumstances of women’s needs are not 
discussed in detail. For example, violence 
against women is not discussed in depth.”

Ahmed says the owners of the station 
are not out to make a profit.

It is not about making money, it is about 
showcasing the productivity and power of 
women. So we want to improve our skills 
and present them at a place free from cor-
ruption and abuse by men.

Practitioners in the industry say the 
launch of a female-only media house is a 
bold step in a country where Islamist mili-
tant groups do not hesitate to harm or even 
kill journalists. 

The situation is even worse for female 
journalists who have to battle other forms 
of challenges such as sexual harassment in 
newsrooms, cultural stereotypes, pressures 
from families as well as low pay, compared 
to male counterparts.

Hinda Jama is head of gender affairs at 
the Somali Journalists Syndicate.

The potential challenges to this radio 
station are many, she says. As the radio is 
only operated by women, women could 
face challenges from Somali culture. Also, 
she says, Somali society is not accustomed 
to women doing things alone or being jour-
nalists working alone and most people are 
not aware of it. Religion-wise, she adds, 
some clerics may consider women unwor-
thy to speak in the media.

The answers will come soon as to 
whether the station can meet these chal-
lenges. Bilan Media is scheduled to go on 
the air April 25th.

First All-Women Media Outlet Opens in 
Somalia’s Capital 

Nasrin Mohamed Ibrahim, Bilan Editor reporting for Bilan Media last week. 
(Courtesy: Bilan Media)  Nasrin Mohamed Ibrahim is the editor at Bilan Media.

THE BROOKLYN CLUB, NANBPWC, Inc. 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF NEGRO BUSINESS 

AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S CLUBS, Inc. 

Cordially Invite you to our 

54TH FOUNDERS’ DAY OBSERVANCE 

Friday, May 6, 2022,  
7:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M., ZOOM VIRTUAL 
77 YEARS OF : “Systemically Intensifying Progression”.  

Keynote Speaker:  
Stefani Zinerman, Assemblymember, Assembly District 56 

For more information: 
 Chairperson Chief Apostle Dr. Kim Best, PhD. JD.   

kbest2954@gmail.com; 917-864-8170  
Co-Chairperson Ellen Haywood  

ehaywood39@gmail.com; 917-975-7154 
Chief Apostle Dr. Kim Best, PhD., JD., Chairperson 

Barbara Biggs Glover, President 
Evelyn Streater- Frizzle, Northeast District Governor 

Sherelle T. Carper, National President 

Black Maternal 
Health Week 

April 11 - 17, 2022

This year marks the fifth anniversary 
of the Black Maternal Health Week Cam-
paign. In 2018, Congresswoman Alma 
Adams introduced the first Congressional 
resolution recognizing Black Maternal 
Health Week with then-Senator Kamala 
Harris[1]. On April 13, 2021 President 
Joe Biden signed a proclamation which 
established Black Maternal Health Week 
to highlight the racial disparities in ma-
ternal mortality rates in the United States. 
This year, Black Maternal Health Week is 
taking place April 11 - 17[2]. The week 
which was founded and led by the Black 
Mamas Matter Alliance is an initiative 
that aims to deepen the conversation 
around Black maternal health in the US. 

Black women are three to four times 
more likely to die from pregnancy relat-
ed causes than their white counterparts 
and infant mortality is nearly two times 
as high in Black communities.[3] The 
most recent preterm birth statistics show 
that the rate of preterm birth among Black 
women is about 50% higher than the rate 
of preterm birth among white women.[4] 

In our district, the Morris Heights 
Health Center will now combat these dis-
parities and offer the patient-centered care 
we have been longing for, closer to home. 

Through enriching dialogue surround-
ing Black maternal health, we can raise 
awareness of the problem and continue to 
develop solutions, policies for the better-
ment of black women.

Assemblymember, Rodneyse Bichotte 
Hermelyn
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Ntozake Shange’s for colored girls 
who have considered suicide/when the 
rainbow is enuf, the groundbreaking 

choreopoem pre-
sented in 1976 at 
the Booth The-
atre in New York 
City, returns to 
Broadway this 
month in all its 

bold, brassy, beautiful glory and gutsy 
espousing of 46 years ago, what has 
become the mantra of today’s world: 
Black Girls Matter.

In the production, seven women 
share their stories and their pain, while 
finding strength in each other’s rev-
elation, anger, humor, passion, joys 
through a fusion of poetry, dance, mu-
sic, and song. 

 A critical hit when it premiered, the 
late writer’s play captured the spirit and 
mood of the 70’s era through monologues, 
and yet, in its timelessness, defines the 
spirit of our current times as it explores is-
sues faced by women that are as relevant 
today as they were when Shange created 
her masterwork. 

 The Broadway revival of for colored 
girls sees the shows return to the Booth 
Theatre, the same theater that was home 
to its original Broadway run. It is expect-
ed that members of the original cast may 
be in the audience on even given night of 
its 20-week run.  The 2022 cast compris-
es new stars rising: Amara Granderson as 
Lady in Orange, Tendayi Kuumba as Lady 
in Brown, Kenita R. Miller as Lady in Red, 
Okwui Okpokwasili as Lady in Green, Sta-
cey Sargeant as Lady in Blue, Alexandria 
Wailes as Lady in Purple, and D. Woods as 
Lady in Yellow.

In its return to home, Broadway, this 

celebration of the power of Black 
womanhood, comes with its unique 
firsts: the phenomenal Tony nominee 
Camille A. Brown, “a true superstar of 
theater and dance” (NPR), is helming 
the project, the first Black women to 
serve in the dual roles of director and 
choreographer on a Broadway produc-
tion in more than 65 years (Katherine 
Dunham was the most recent and first 
choreographer).  Ms. Brown’s vision 
is as fearlessly new as it is fiercely 
now and feistily aligned in movement, 
sway and inspiration with her late 
friend Ntozake’s words. And speaking 
of Ntozake’s words, audiences for this 
latest in a series of incarnations of the 
Shange play, will get to hear the artist’s 
voice.

Previews for the show began on 
Friday, April 1, 2022. Opening Night is 
set for Wednesday, April 20 for its limited 
multi-week run. Tickets are now on sale at 
telecharge. com website: www.forcolored-
girlsbway. com, Twitter: @FCGonBroad-
way, Insta gram: @forcoloredgirlsbroad-
way.  (Bernice Elizabeth Green for OTP)

Official Partner

fearlessly new
fiercely now

get tickets today at telecharge.com
 booth theatre 222 w 45th st, NYC 

forcoloredgirlsbway.com

for colored girls 
who have considered 
suicide/ when the 
rainbow is enuf
written by 

ntozake shange

directed and choreographed by 

camille a. brown

now on broadway  
limited engagement now in previews

Shange’s “for colored girls...” Returns Home after 46 
Years, Relevant as Ever, and Still Ahead of its Time

The dynamic Tony nominated Camille A. Brown, first photo far left, is the 
choreographer-director of  the 2022 revival of Ntozake Shange’s “For Colored 
Girls who have considered suicide/ when the Rainbow is Enuf”, starring  Amara 

Granderson, Tendayi Kuumba, Kenita R. Miller, Okwui Okpokwasili, Stacey 
Sargeant, Alexandria Wailes, D. Woods

Ntozake Shange’s groundbreaking 
for colored girls who have considered 

suicide/ when the rainbow is enuf  was 
first staged in 1975 before opening at The 

Public in 1976, later transferring to the 
Booth Theatre, where it was nominated for 
a Tony Award, with actresses, above, left 

to right, Aku Kadogo, Risë Collins, Trazana 
Beverly (front), Laurie Carlos, Seret Scott, 
and Paula Moss. In 1982, it was adapted 
for TV;  in 2010, adapted for Tyler Perry 

film; and in 2019 ran at the Public Theatre.  
(Photo: Martha Swope/©NYPL for the 

Performing Art)
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COMMENTARY

COMMENTARY

OPINION

By Ben Jealous

Judge Ketanji 
Brown Jackson 
made history this 
week when the 
U.S. Senate con-
firmed her nom-
ination as a U.S. 
Supreme Court 
Justice. That is 
cause for celebra-
tion.

When Judge 
Jackson is sworn in as Justice Jackson later 
this year, she will become the first Black 
woman to serve on our highest court. And 
she will become the first justice ever to 
have served as a public defender. She will 
bring a much-needed “justice for all” per-
spective to the court.

Judge Jackson’s nomination has in-
spired millions of Americans. Her biparti-
san support from Americans and senators 
is a sign that our country can continue to 
move toward a “more perfect union.”

The confirmation process, however, 
showed us something else. Something far 
more disturbing about the current state of 
that union.

The far-right wing of the conservative 
movement, which is currently the domi-
nant force in the Republican Party, set out 
to smear Judge Jackson and anyone—Re-
publican or Democrat—who supported her. 
They made it clear why we cannot allow 
them to take power in this year’s elections.

They dragged Judge Jackson into dis-
honest and dishonorable far-right political 
campaigns that were already under way.

For example, far-right activists and 
their Republican allies have been waging a 
campaign to silence teaching about racism 
in U.S. history and institutions. The Far 
Right has devoted a huge amount of ener-
gy to make critical race theory—a way of 
studying the impact of racism—something 
sinister. They want to scare conservative 
voters into turning out for school board 
elections and this year’s congressional 
elections. The extremist think-tank activ-
ist who started the CRT scare has admitted 
that his goal was just to apply that label to 
anything that right-wing culture warriors 
didn’t like. And for sure, they tried to slap 
it on Judge Jackson.

Another far-right campaign sweeping 
the country is an attack on the legal equal-
ity of LGBTQ Americans. That campaign 
taps into some of the oldest and ugliest 

smears against LGBTQ people—claims 
that they are a threat to children. And it 
draws energy from the conspiracy theories 
promoted by Q-Anon activists about a net-
work of powerful pedophiles.

Shameless senators like Josh Hawley 
and Ted Cruz tried to drag Judge Jackson 
into that cesspool by distorting her record 
as a judge and portraying this mother of two 
daughters as sympathetic to child abusers. 
Now, keep in mind that Judge Jackson is 
from a law enforcement family, and was 
endorsed by organizations representing 
both police chiefs and police officers. That 
didn’t stop the smears.

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene made it 
clear that this was a political weapon. She 
outrageously attacked three Republican 
senators who voted to confirm Judge Jack-
son, calling them “pro-pedophile.” And 
she attacked Democrats as “the party of 
pedophiles.” The Family Research Council 
suggested that it would try to make Dem-
ocratic senators explain their support for 
someone who is “lenient on child offend-
ers.” Others used far worse language.

This is beyond unprincipled. It is dan-
gerous. And it shows us how much is 
at stake in this year’s elections. If we let 
these extremists get control of the House 

and Senate, we will be putting our future 
in the hands of people like Greene, Haw-
ley and Cruz. And we will put our courts in 
the hands of Mitch McConnell, who kept 
many of President Barack Obama’s judi-
cial nominees, including a Supreme Court 
nominee, from even getting a vote.

Judge Jackson’s nomination was part 
of an exceptional effort that President Joe 
Biden has made to put more Black wom-
en, and a more diverse group of judges, 
on the courts. But Sen. Lindsey Graham 
made it clear that Republicans would put 
an end to that. He said if Republicans had 
been in control of the Senate, Judge Jack-
son wouldn’t have even gotten a hearing—
because Republican senators would have 
forced President Biden to name someone 
else.

What a loss that would have been for 
our country—and for all the people who 
are inspired by Judge Jackson. Let’s not 
give the Far Right a veto over our courts 
and our future.

Ben Jealous serves as president of 
People For the American Way and Profes-
sor of the Practice in the Africana Studies 
Department at the University of Pennsyl-
vania where he teaches leadership.  

By Dr. E. Faye Williams, Esq.
(TriceEdneyWire.com) — I can’t com-

pletely or ac-
curately articu-
late my elation 
upon witness-
ing President 
Biden signing 
the Emmett 
Till Antilynch-
ing Act into 
law on March 
29, 2022.  With 

his signature, he affirmed what Congress 
had acknowledged – that lynching was, in-
deed, a federal hate crime.  My only ques-
tion was, “Why has it taken so long?”  In 
the past century, the effort to legally outlaw 
lynching federally failed over two-hundred 
times.  I cannot and never have been able 
to understand how lynching could not have 
been determined as the physical embodi-
ment of hatred.

This signing event brought a myriad of 
thoughts and memories to mind.  The im-
age of the NAACP “lynching flag” swirled 
through my mind.  This flag with the in-

scribed words “A MAN WAS LYNCHED 
YESTERDAY” was flown from the win-
dow of the NAACP National Headquarters 
(NY) whenever a lynching had been con-
firmed in the US.  Although named after 
Emmett Till, who was brutally murdered in 
1955, The Act recognizes the thousands of, 
mostly, African Americans who met their 
fate at the end of a noose or by some other 
diabolical means generated in the malig-
nant minds of racists.

Reflecting on the events lodged in my 
mind, I thought of the lynching of Hayes 
and Mary Turner, the circumstances of 
which truly epitomize racial hatred.  In 
1918, in Morven, Georgia, 25-year-old 
Hayes Turner was accused of killing an 
abusive (white) landowner and subse-
quently lynched.  Hayes’ 18-year-old wife 
Mary publicly opposed his lynching and 
threatened legal action against the white 
people who had murdered him.  The fol-
lowing day, Mary was hanged upside down 
from a tree, doused with gasoline and mo-
tor oil, and set on fire.  Mary was still alive 
when a member of the mob split her abdo-
men open with a knife and her unborn child 

fell on the ground. The baby was stomped 
and crushed as it fell to the ground.  Her 
body was riddled with hundreds of bullets.  
Those actions can only be the product of 
hatred.

I also reflected on the year 2005 when 
Janet Langhart-Cohen, Mark Planning, 
Dick Gregory, and I walked into the offic-
es of almost every US Senator promoting 
a 2005 Antilynching Bill.  Our goals were 
lofty.  Among them was the renaming the 
Richard Russell Senate Building, named 
after the notorious and rabidly racist Geor-
gia senator.  This building was representa-
tive of the prestige and authority of one-
half of our governing body and we felt its 
name was inconsistent with the spirit of 
our entire nation.

When we were unable to garner suffi-
cient support for a name change, Louisiana 
Senator Mary Landrieu offered an alterna-
tive – an apology from the U.S. Senate for 
failing to acknowledge and apologize for 
the nation’s legacy of lynching.  The House 
of Representatives had done so.  Several 
U.S. Presidents had done so.  It was uncon-
scionable that an apology had never been 

offered by the U.S. Senate.  After numer-
ous meetings and intensive lobbying, the 
Senate finally offered its apologies.  The 
refusals by the few Senators who objected 
to the apology spoke volumes about their 
characters and those who supported them.

Now, at long last, we’ve gone past a 
mere “We’re sorry!”  We have legal puni-
tive enhancements in place to discourage 
the commission of crimes based upon hate 
and animus.  We have finally put some 
teeth into our “bite out of crime.”

Realistically, a point of common logic 
informs us that legal deterrence only has 
limited success.  Racial hatred, which is 
the fuel for the most egregious of violent 
offenses will continue to motivate acts of 
ill-will.  Fortunately, we now have a tool to 
put racial hatred in its proper place.

(Dr. E. Faye Williams, Esq. is a minis-
ter, a UN Peace Ambassador, President of 
the Dick Gregory Society, author of “Dick 
Gregory: Wake Up and Stay Woke,” and 
Host of “Wake Up and Stay Woke” on WP-
FW-FM-89.3 radio, as well as a columnist 
for Trice-Edney Wire Service.)

•By Hazel Trice 
Edney 

(TriceEdneyWire.
com) - The last two 
years have under-
lined what we al-
ready knew: the digi-
tal divide in America 
is real and has conse-

quences for millions of Americans. An af-
fordable, reliable connection is imperative 
in participating in the 21st century econ-
omy, and those families relying on mo-
bile-only access are falling behind. Often, 
they cannot attend class online or seek a 
career opportunity that offers the possibil-
ity of working remotely. And as more ser-
vices, job applications, and infrastructure 
moves online, the gap is only widening.  

This digital divide is one that crosses 
geographic, racial, and class lines. More 
often than not, those living without access 
to a reliable broadband connection are liv-
ing in rural areas of our country. In urban 
areas access is not a problem, but afford-
ability is for many low-income families – a 
challenge that disproportionately impacts 
minority communities. Data show that 
Black and Hispanic adults are less likely 
than White adults to have high-speed inter-
net in their home. And while 92 percent of 
adults who make $75,000 or more a year 
say they have broadband at home, that 
number drops to 57 percent according to 
those whose annual income is $30,000 or 
less.

According to research by the Joint Cen-
ter for Political and Economic Studies, 

“Over 7.2 million children in the U.S. live 
in households without a computer—in-
cluding over 1.84 million Black children…
In the United States, 34 percent of Black 
adults do not have home broadband, and 
30.6% of Black households with one or 
more children age 17 or younger lack high-
speed home internet (over 3.25 million 
Black children live in these households).” 

Therefore, while it’s great news to see 
that broadband prices have fallen over 
the last five years, there are still millions 
of Americans who can’t afford an internet 
connection at home. Fortunately, two new 
developments from the public and private 
sector can help solve this problem: the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law and the nation-
wide rollout of 5G home service.  

Closing the digital divide has been an 

area of key focus for President Biden. The 
bipartisan infrastructure package signed 
into last year contains billions of dollars 
that aims to tackle not only broadband ac-
cess, but affordability and adoption. $14.2 
billion of this funding went to the creation 
of the Affordability Connectivity Pro-
gram (ACP), which offers a $30 discount 
to help lower-income consumers and fam-
ilies pay for internet service. In many cas-
es, internet service providers are offering 
plans under the ACP which are effectively 
free, and, to date, over 10 million house-
holds have taken advantage of these steep 
discounts.  

The infrastructure bill also provides 
$65 billion to help bring broadband to 

Far-Right Smears of Judge Jackson Show 
Why We Can’t Let Them Take Power

Lynching

5G and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
Could Help End the Digital Divide 

see 5G on page 11
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Attorney
DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested di-

vorce papers prepared. Only one signature 
required. Poor person Application includ-
ed if applicable. Separation agreements. 
Custody and support petitions. 518-274-
0380

Auto Donations
Wheels For Wishes benefiting Make-

A-Wish® Northeast New York. Your Car 
Donations Matter NOW More Than Ever! 
Free Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE.  We 
Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not.  
100% Tax Deductible.  Minimal To No 
Human Contact.  Call: (877) 798-9474.  
Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels 
For Wishes. www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Auto Donations
Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a 

car today!  The benefits of donating your 
car or boat:  Fast Free Pickup - 24hr Re-
sponse   Tax Deduction - Easy To Do!  

Call 24/7:  855-905-4755

Buying / Selling
Buying diamonds, gold, silver, all fine 

jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, bet-
ter furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

Education / Career Training
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-

GRAM!  Train ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now!  Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain programs for qual-
ified applicants.  Call CTI for details!  
(844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Education / Career Training
TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MED-

ICAL BILLING!  Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 855-543-6440.  (M-F 8am-

6pm ET)

Finance
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 

MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage 

& bank levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-869-5361 (Hours:  Mon-
Fri 7am-5pm PST)

For Sale
Arborvitae privacy hedge, Spring 

Sale!  6/7 foot trees at $125 each! Beau-
tiful & bushy with  free delivery, free 
installation. Larger sizes available! 518-
536-1367  Lowcosttreefarm.com

Health
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 

100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. Mon-
ey back guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

Home Improvement
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 

battery storage system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-888-871-
0194

Home Improvement
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 

as little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available. Call: 866-
393-3636

Home Improvement
Never Pay For Covered Home Re-

pairs Again! Complete Care Home War-
ranty COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
866-440-6501

Miscellaneous
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 

months with CHOICE  Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. First 3 months of 
HBO Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz 
and Epix included! Directv is #1 in Cus-
tomer Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 1-888-534-
6918

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! Le-

afFilter, the most advanced debris-block-
ing gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today.   15% off and 
0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
763-2379

Miscellaneous
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 

Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 888-508-5313

TV Internet Phone
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + 

$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 1/21/23.  1-888-609-9405

NEW BUSINESS FORMATIONS
Formation of Garden Program LLC 

filed Arts. of Org. with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 02/02/2022 Office: 
Kings County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to Xi Bo Li 2123 76th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11214, USA. Purpose: any 
lawful act.

45 BEVY CT., LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 03/28/22. Office: 
Kings County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 101 Bevy Court, 
Brooklyn, NY 11229. Purpose: Any law-
ful purpose.

Notice of Formation of MOMO 
HOMES LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 11/01/2021Office: Kings Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to Momo Homes LLC, 1 Prospect Park 
West, Unit 3G, Brooklyn, NY, 11238, 
USA. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of LNX HOME 
REPAIRS LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 02/27/2022 Office: Kings 
County. SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to Randolph Cosbert 2152 Ralph 
Ave, Unit 421, Brooklyn, NY 11234, 
USA Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Qualification of Miller 

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 516-1160

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

continued on next page
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CLASSIFIEDS

Attorney

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION 
FUND - Anyone that was inappropriately 
touched by a Scout leader deserves justice 
and financial compensation! Victims may 
be eligible for a significant cash settlement. 
Time to file is limited. Call Now! 844-587-
2494

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or 
Mesothelioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-
1980 at Work or Navy? You May Be Enti-
tled to a Significant Cash Award! Smoking 
History Okay! 888-912-3150

Buying / Selling

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114. Convenient. Certified Professionals. 
Call 312-361-0601 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com

Education / Career Training

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! (844) 947-
0192 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get Trained, Certi-
fied & ready to work in months! Call 855-
543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Health
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 

100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money 

back guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

Help Wanted

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H 
NYC $16 P/H LI Up to $13.50 P/H UP-
STATE NY CDPAP Caregiver Hourly Pay 
Rate! Under NYS CDPAP Medicaid pro-
gram you can hire your family or friends 
for your care. Phone: 347-713-3553

Miscellaneous

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. 1-888-
609-9405

TV Internet Phone

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Pack-
age.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

Vacation Rentals

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of full/partial week rentals. Call for 
FREE color Brochure. Holiday Real Estate, 
Inc: 1-800-638-2102 Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com. $50 discount - new 
rentals. Code: “WelcomeBack”   (Expires 
2020-09-01)

NEW BUSINESS 
FORMATIONS 

Notice of Formation of Schaffer Law 
PLLC Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 05/15/2020. Office: Kings County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the PLLC 

upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to Schaffer Law PLLC, 250 Ashland Place, 
Brooklyn, NY 11217. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

Notice of Formation of BROOKLYN 
EASTERN STANDARD LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 09/15/2016. 
Office: Kings County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to AUDLEY G THOMAS 
3114 SNYDER AVE BROOKLYN NY 
11226. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of JANE ROUND 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
03/22/2018. Office: Kings County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to JANE 
ROUND, 916 MADISON ST. APT. 3A, 
BROOKLYN, NY 11221. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of LOUELLA DI-
ZON SAN JUAN LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 02/27/2020. Office: 
Kings County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to LOUELLA DI-
ZON SAN JUAN LLC 30 
MAIN# 2E, BROOKLYN, 
NY 11201. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of 
WICKNWINK, LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 05/04/2020. Office: Kings 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 

served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to WICKNWINK LLC 650 OCEAN AVE.  
APT. 110 BROOKLYN, NY 11226. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of BICIBAN-
DITAS, LLC Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 06/02/2020. Office: Kings Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to JEN ABBOTT 264 NASSAU AVENUE 
APT 2R BROOKLYN, NY 11222. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Cantilever 
Productions LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 03/03/2020. Office: Kings 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
Cantilever Productions LLC, 57 Westmin-
ster Rd, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11218

Follow Our Time Press on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter and 

ourtimepress.com

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 63281CKT
www.OmahaSteaks.com/family225

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 10/31/20

+ 4 MORE BURGERS FREE
THAT’S 20 COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT!

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$224.91* separately

GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE: $7999

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-492-6084
Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. 
Offer expires December 31st 2021. If you call the number provided, you consent 
to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 
by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwith-
standing if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.21 from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E N
ATION’S

G
U

T T E R GUA

R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  
License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registra-
tion# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  
License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-478-9473CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(888) 871-0194

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

with  GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 
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Family Holdings I, LLC. Authority filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/22/22. Office location: Kings Coun-
ty. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 
12/04/20. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
1541 55th St., Brooklyn, NY 11219. Ad-
dress to be maintained in DE: 1209 Or-
ange St., Wilmington, DE 19801. Arts of 
Org. filed with the DE Secy. of State, 401 
Federal St., Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: 
any lawful activities.

Notice of Formation of WORLD 
WITHOUT END LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 02/07/2022. Office: 
Kings County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to World Without End LLC, 15 
Crown St. Apt 2F, Brooklyn, NY 11225 
USA. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Formation of Shae Loren LLC filed 
Arts. of Org. with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 10/24/2021 Office: Kings 
County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to Loren Wilson, 479 Osborne St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11212 USA Purpose: any 
lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICES
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE 

OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF KINGS 
Index No.: 525959/2018 Filed: 3/31/2022 
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS Plaintiff 
designates Kings County as the place of 
trial. Venue is based upon the County in 
which the mortgaged premises is situ-
ated. U.S. Bank National Association, 
as Trustee, for Merrill Lynch Mortgage 
Investors Trust, Mortgage Loan As-
set-Backed Certificates, Series 2007-SD1, 
Plaintiff,-against-Theresa Lockheart a/k/a 
Theresa Lockhart a/k/a Alice T. Lockhart 
a/k/a Theresa A. Lockheart, individual-
ly and as Heir to the Estate of Howard 
Brown, Louise Brown a/k/a Louise B. 
Modeste a/k/a Louise Brown-Modeste, 
individually and as Heir to the Estate of 
Howard Brown, Matthew Modeste, Jamel 
Brown, as Heir to the Estate of Howard 
Brown and Howard Brown’s unknown 
heirs-at-law, next-of-kin, distributees, ex-
ecutors, administrators, trustees, devisees, 
legatees, assignees, lienors, creditors, and 
successors in interest and generally all 
persons having or claiming under, by or 
through said defendant who may be de-
ceased, by purchase, inheritance, lien or 
otherwise, any right, title or interest in the 
real property described in the complaint 
herein, Laurence T. Lewitas if living, and 
if he be dead, his respective heirs-at-law, 
next of kin, distributees, executors, ad-
ministrators, trustees, devisees, legatees, 
assignees, lienors, creditors and succes-
sors in interest, and generally all persons 
having or claiming under, by or through 
said defendants who may be deceased, 
by purchase, inheritance, lien or other-
wise, any right, title or interest in and to 
the premises described in the Complaint 
herein, Commissioner of Social Services 
of the City of New York Social Services 
District, Criminal Court of the City of 
New York, New York City Environmen-
tal Control Board, New York City Parking 
Violations Bureau, New York City Transit 
Adjudication Bureau, Capital One Bank 
(USA) NA, Citibank (South Dakota), NA, 
Kings Supreme Court, United States of 
America, New York State Department of 
Taxation and Finance, John Doe (Refused 
Name), Jane Doe (Refused Name), Del 
“Doe” (Refused Last Name),  Defendants 
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFEN-
DANT(S):YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED to answer the Complaint in this 
action and to serve a copy of your Answer 
or, if the Complaint is not served with this 
Summons, to serve a Notice of Appear-
ance on the attorneys for the plaintiff with-
in twenty (20) days after service of this 
Summons, exclusive of the day of service; 
or within thirty (30) days after service is 
complete if this Summons is not personal-
ly delivered to you within the State of New 
York; or within sixty (60) days if it is the 
United States of America.  In case of your 
failure to appear or answer, judgment will 
be taken against you by default for the re-
lief demanded in the Complaint. NOTICE 
OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF 
SOUGHT THE OBJECT of the above 
captioned action is to foreclose a Mort-
gage to secure $204,250.00 and interest, 
recorded in the office of the clerk of the 
County of Kings on September 12, 2000 
in Reel 4961, Page 1386 covering premis-
es known as 399 Warwick Street, Brook-
lyn, NY 11207. The relief sought in the 
within action is a final judgment directing 

the sale of the premises described above to 
satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage 
described above. NOTICE YOU ARE IN 
DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME If 
you do not respond to this summons and 
complaint by serving a copy of the answer 
on the attorney for the mortgage compa-
ny who filed this foreclosure proceeding 
against you and filing the answer with the 
court, a default judgment may be entered 
and you can lose your home. Speak to an 
attorney or go to the court where your 
case is pending for further information on 
how to answer the summons and protect 
your property .Sending a payment to your 
mortgage company will not stop this fore-
closure action. YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY OF THE AN-
SWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) 
AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH 
THE COURT. Dated:  Bay Shore, New 
York March 30, 2022 Frenkel, Lambert, 
Weiss, Weisman & Gordon, LLP /s/ BY: 
Linda P. Manfredi Attorneys for Plaintiff 
53 Gibson Street Bay Shore, New York 
11706 (631) 969-3100 Our File No.:  01-
056589-F01

SUMMONS, NOTICE AND BRIEF 
STATEMENT OF NATURE OF ACTION 
CONSUMER CREDIT TRANSACTION  
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF KINGS  Index 
No. 503701/2019  M&T BANK, Plaintiff, 
-against- MAXINE POWELL; ET AL. 
Defendants. TO THE DEFENDANT(S): 
MAXINE POWELL YOU ARE HERE-
BY SUMMONED and required to serve 
upon plaintiff’s attorneys an answer to 
the complaint in this action within twenty 
(20) days after the service of this Sum-
mons, exclusive of the day of service, 
or within thirty (30) days after service is 
complete if the Summons is not person-
ally delivered to you within the State of 
New York. The United States of America, 
if designated as a defendant in this action, 
may answer or appear within sixty (60) 
days of service hereof.  In case of your 
failure to answer, judgment will be taken 
against you for the relief demanded in the 
complaint. Trial is desired in the County 
of KINGS. The basis of venue designated 
above is that the real property, which is 
the subject matter of this action, is located 
in the County of KINGS, New York. NO-
TICE: YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOS-
ING YOUR HOME IF YOU DO NOT 
RESPOND TO THIS SUMMONS AND 
COMPLAINT BY SERVING A COPY 
OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE MORTGAGE COMPA-
NY WHO FILED THIS FORECLOSURE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU AND 
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED AND YOU CAN LOSE 
YOUR HOME. SPEAK TO AN ATTOR-
NEY OR GO TO THE COURT WHERE 
YOUR CASE IS PENDING FOR FUR-
THER INFORMATION ON HOW TO 
ANSWER THE SUMMONS AND PRO-
TECT YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING 
A PAYMENT TO YOUR MORTGAGE 
COMPANY WILL NOT STOP THIS 
FORECLOSURE ACTION. YOU MUST 
RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY 
FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE AN-
SWER WITH THE COURT. HELP FOR 
HOMEOWNERS IN FORECLOSURE 
New York State Law requires that we send 
you this notice about the foreclosure pro-
cess. Please read it carefully. Summons 
and Complaint You are in danger of los-
ing your home. If you fail to respond to 
the summons and complaint in this fore-
closure action, you may lose your home. 
Please read the summons and complaint 
carefully. You should immediately contact 
an attorney or your local legal aid office to 
obtain advice on how to protect yourself. 
Sources of Information and Assistance. 
The State encourages you to become in-
formed about your options in foreclosure. 
In addition to seeking assistance from an 
attorney or legal aid office, there are gov-
ernment agencies and non-profit organiza-
tions that you may contact for information 
about possible options, including trying to 
work with your lender during this process. 
To locate an entity near you, you may call 
the toll-free helpline maintained by the 
New York State Department of Finan-
cial Services at 1-800-342-3736 or visit 
the Department’s website at www.dfs.
ny.gov. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO LEAVE 
YOUR HOME AT THIS TIME. You have 
the right to stay in your home during the 
foreclosure process. You are not required 
to leave your home unless and until your 
property is sold at auction pursuant to a 
judgment of foreclosure and sale. Regard-

less of whether you choose to remain in 
your home, YOU ARE REQUIRED TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOUR PROPERTY 
and pay property taxes in accordance with 
state and local law. Foreclosure rescue 
scams Be careful of people who approach 
you with offers to save your home. There 
are individuals who watch for notices of 
foreclosure actions in order to unfairly 
profit from a homeowner’s distress. You 
should be extremely careful about any 
such promises and any suggestions that 
you pay them a fee or sign over your deed. 
State law requires anyone offering such 
services for profit to enter into a contract 
which fully describes the services they 
will perform and fees they will charge, 
and which prohibits them from taking any 
money from you until they have complet-
ed all such promised services.  The fore-
going Summons is served upon you by 
publication pursuant to an order of Hon. 
Cenceria P. Edwards, Acting Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, signed on March 10, 2022 Brook-
lyn, New York and to be duly entered in 
the KINGS County Clerk’s Office, Brook-
lyn, New York. The Nature of this action 
pertains to a note and mortgage held by 
Plaintiff on real property owned by the 
above-named defendants as specified in 
the complaint filed in this action.  The 
above-named defendants have failed to 
comply with the terms and provisions of 
the said mortgage and said instruments 
secured by said mortgage, by failing and 
omitting to pay the balance due and ow-
ing and the Plaintiff has commenced a 
foreclosure action. Plaintiff is seeking a 
judgment foreclosing its mortgage against 
the real property and premises which situ-
ates in the Borough of Brooklyn, County 
of Kings, City and State of New York and 
is commonly known as 124-41 Flatlands 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11208 and 
all other relief as to the Court may seem 
just and equitable.  DATED:  March 23, 
2022 SCHILLER, KNAPP, LEFKOW-
ITZ & HERTZEL, LLP BY: WILLIAM 
B. SCHILLER, ESQ. Attorneys for Plain-
tiff 15 Cornell Road Latham, New York 
12110 Telephone: (518) 786-9069 71587

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK - COUNTY OF 
KINGS DEUTSCHE BANK NATION-
AL TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUST-
EE FOR AMERIQUEST MORTGAGE 
SECURITIES, INC., ASSET-BACKED 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, 
SERIES 2004-R9, V. FREHA EZAGUI, 
ET AL.NOTICE OF SALE NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final 
Judgment of Foreclosure dated March 
4, 2020, and entered in the Office of the 
Clerk of the County of Kings, where-
in DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
AMERIQUEST MORTGAGE SECU-
RITIES, INC., ASSET-BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2004-R9 is the Plaintiff and FREHA 
EZAGUI, ET AL. are the Defendant(s).  
I, the undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction RAIN OR SHINE on the 
COURTHOUSE STEPS OF THE KINGS 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 360 AD-
AMS STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11201, 
on May 12, 2022 at 10:50AM, premises 
known as 605 EAST NEW YORK AV-
ENUE, UNIT 6R, BROOKLYN, NY 
11203:  Block 1333, Lot 1059:  ALL 
THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PAR-
CEL OF LAND, WITH THE BUILD-
INGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THERE-
ON ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING AND 
BEING IN THE COUNTY OF KINGS, 
BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, CITY 
AND STATE OF NEW YORK  Prem-
ises will be sold subject to provisions of 
filed Judgment Index # 6695/2007. Steven 
Cohn, Esq. - Referee. Robertson, An-
schutz, Schneid, Crane & Partners, PLLC 
900 Merchants Concourse, Suite 310, 
Westbury, New York 11590, Attorneys 
for Plaintiff. All foreclosure sales will be 
conducted in accordance with Covid-19 
guidelines including, but not limited 
to, social distancing and mask wearing. 
*LOCATION OF SALE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE DAY OF IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH COURT/CLERK DIRECTIVES.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF KINGS 
INDEX NO. 500380/2014 

Plaintiff designates KINGS as the 
place of trial situs of the real property 
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS Mort-
gaged Premises:351 ROCKAWAY 
PARKWAY BROOKLYN, NY 11212 
District:  Section: Block:  Lot: ONEW-
EST BANK FSB, Plaintiff, vs. HAJJ ALI 
MALIK AS HEIR OF THE ESTATE OF 
NETTIE WILSON A/K/A NETTIE M. 
WILSON, any and all persons unknown 

to plaintiff, claiming, or who may claim to 
have an interest in, or general or specific 
lien upon the real property described in 
this action; such unknown persons being 
herein generally described and intended 
to be included in the following designa-
tion, namely: the wife, widow, husband, 
widower, heirs at law, next of kin, descen-
dants, executors, administrators, devisees, 
legatees, creditors, trustees, committees, 
lienors, and assignees of such deceased, 
any and all persons deriving interest in 
or lien upon, or title to said real proper-
ty by, through or under them, or either of 
them, and their respective wives, widows, 
husbands, widowers, heirs at law, next of 
kin, descendants, executors, administra-
tors, devisees, legatees, creditors, trustees, 
committees, lienors and assigns, all of 
whom and whose names, except as stated, 
are unknown to plaintiff, ROCKAWAY 
PKWY REALTY INC., NEW YORK 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION 
AND FINANCE, MIDLAND FUNDING 
NCC-2 CORPORATION D/B/A IN NY 
AS MIDLAND FUNDING OF DELA-
WARE LLC, SPRINGLEAF FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES, INC F/K/A AMERI-
CAN GENERAL FINANCE, INC. AAO 
FURNITIRE DIST., CITY OF NEW 
YORK ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 
BOARD, TRANSIT ADJUDICATION 
BUREAU, INTERNAL REVENUE SER-
VICE-UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF TAXATION AND FINANCE-TAX 
COMPLIANCE DIVISION-C.O.-ATC, 
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND UR-
BAN DEVELOPMENT, “JOHN DOE 
1 to JOHN DOE 25”, said names being 
fictitious, the persons or parties intended 
being the persons, parties corporations 
or entities, if any, having or claiming an 
interest in or lien upon the mortgaged 
premises described in the complaint, De-
fendants. To the above named Defendants 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to 
answer the complaint in this action and 
to serve a copy of your answer, or, if the 
complaint is not served with this sum-
mons, to serve a notice of appearance on 
the Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20 days af-
ter the service of this summons, exclusive 
of the day of service (or within 30 days af-
ter the service is complete if this summons 
is not personally delivered to you within 
the State of New York) in the event the 
United States of America is made a party 
defendant, the time to answer for the said 
United States of America shall not expire 
until (60) days after service of the Sum-
mons; and in case of your failure to appear 
or answer, judgment will be taken against 
you by default for the relief demanded in 
the complaint. NOTICE OF NATURE 
OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT 
THE OBJECT of the above caption action 
is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure the 
sum of $825,000.00 and interest, record-
ed on June 8, 2009, at Liber Page, of the 
Public Records of KINGS County, New 
York, covering premises known as 351 
ROCKAWAY PARKWAY BROOKLYN, 
NY 11212. The relief sought in the with-
in action is a final judgment directing the 
sale of the premises described above to 
satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage 
described above.

KINGS County is designated as the 

place of trial because the real property 
affected by this action is located in said 
county.  NOTICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR HOME If you 
do not respond to this summons and com-
plaint by serving a copy of the answer 
on the attorney for the mortgage compa-
ny who filed this foreclosure proceeding 
against you and filing the answer with 
the court, a default judgment may be en-
tered and you can lose your home. Speak 
to an attorney or go to the court where 
your case is pending for further informa-
tion on how to answer the summons and 
protect your property. Sending a payment 
to the mortgage company will not stop 
the foreclosure action. YOU MUST RE-
SPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE 
ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COM-
PANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT. Dated: 11/19/2019 
ROBERTSON, ANSCHULZ, SCHNEID, 
CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC Attorney 
for Plaintiff

SCOTT REEL, ESQ. 900 Merchants 
Concourse, Suite 310 Westbury, NY 
11590 516-280-7675

REFEREE’S NOTICE OF SALE IN 
FORECLOSURE SUPREME COURT - 
COUNTY OF KINGS U.S. BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR CREDIT SUISSE FIRST BOSTON 
MORTGAGE SECURITIES CORP., 
CSMC MORTGAGE-BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2006-6, Plaintiff - against - HEYLIN 
CABRERA, et al Defendant(s). Pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered on January 7, 2019. I, the under-
signed Referee will sell at public auction 
outside on the courthouse steps of the 
Kings County Supreme Court, 360 Ad-
ams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 on the 
21st day of April, 2022 at 10:40 AM. All 
that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, 
with the buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying and be-
ing in the Borough of Brooklyn, County 
of Kings, City and State of New York. 
Premises known as 656 Greene Ave-
nue, Brooklyn, NY 11221-1306. (Block: 
1800, Lot: 37) Approximate amount of 
lien $916,399.30 plus interest and costs. 
Premises will be sold subject to provi-
sions of filed judgment and terms of sale. 
Index No. 019463/2013. Helene E. Blank, 
Esq., Referee. Stein, Wiener & Roth LLP 
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff One Old Country 
Road, Suite 113 Carle Place, NY 11514 
Tel. 516/742-1212 CABRERA 69042 For 
sale information, please visit Auction.com 
at www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-
2832 Dated: January 24, 2022 During the 
COVID-19 health emergency, bidders are 
required to comply with all governmental 
health requirements in effect at the time of 
sale including but not limited to, wearing 
face coverings and maintaining social dis-
tancing (at least 6-feet apart) during the 
auction, while tendering deposit and at 
any subsequent closing. Bidders are also 
required to comply with the Foreclosure 
Auction Rules and COVID-19 Health 
Emergency Rules issued by the Supreme 
Court of this County in addition to the 
conditions set forth in the Terms of Sale.
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•By Victor Trammell
The United States Supreme Court made 

it easier to sue police officers and prose-
cutors for malicious prosecution on April 
4. However, the judgment retains other im-
pediments to such actions.

The judgment is centered on an in-
stance of diaper rash.

Larry Thompson was living with his 
then-fiancée (now wife) and their newborn 
child when his sister-in-law, who was evi-
dently mentally ill, contacted 911 to report 
Thompson assaulting the infant. When 
EMT officers came, they were welcomed 
to the apartment by the sister-in-law, but 
Thompson, uninformed of her 911 call, in-

formed them that they had arrived at the 
incorrect location.

The EMT personnel departed but re-
turned with four New York City police of-
ficers to the residence. Thompson opened 
the door this time and refused to allow 
them without a search warrant. Thompson 
was then thrown to the floor and detained 
as EMTs evaluated the infant. The only 
marks they saw were diaper rash, but the 
infant was rushed to the hospital for con-
firmation.

Thompson, on the other hand, was ar-
rested and charged with resisting arrest and 
impeding governmental administration for 
two days. Prosecutors finally offered him 

a plea bargain in which his record would 
be expunged, but he declined, and prose-
cutors then withdrew all charges without 
explanation.

Thompson sued, claiming that he was 
the victim of malicious prosecution. How-
ever, under New York’s federal appeals 
court precedent, Thompson was required 
to demonstrate that his innocence had been 
“affirmed.” The dismissal of charges with-
out reason was insufficient.

On April 4, the Supreme Court ruled 
in favor of Thompson, finding that he was 
not required to provide an “affirmative sig-
nal of innocence.” The result was 6-to-3, 
with three conservative justices entering 

the court — Chief Justice John Roberts, 
Justices Brett Kavanaugh, and Amy Coney 
Barrett — with three liberals in the major-
ity.

The majority judgment was written by 
Justice Kavanaugh, who said that a plain-
tiff needs merely demonstrate that his pros-
ecution terminated without a conviction, 
which Thompson accomplished in this 
case.

Conservative Justices Samuel Alito, 
Clarence Thomas, and Neil Gorsuch dis-
sented from the April 4 opinion.

Yourblackworld.net

The SCOTUS Just Made Suing Corrupt Police 
& Prosecutors Simpler

the many unserved and under-served swaths of the 
country where there is little to no service to be had 
at any price. States are currently working on de-
veloping plans in coordination with the National 
Telecommunications Information Administration 
(NTIA) to finally connect those parts of their cities 
and states that have languished with poor connectiv-
ity for decades.   

One of the solutions to connect these homes is 
a new one: 5G for home broadband (also known 
as fixed wireless access or FWA). Similar to your 
phone connection, 5G home is a wireless, rapid-
ly deployable and a cost-effective technology that 
relies on new, nationwide 5G networks to provide 
home internet at speeds comparable to cable.  

Many people who are living without internet 
don’t have the luxury of waiting around for a tech-
nician for one, let alone two, visits. The ease of use 
of 5G for home broadband addresses this problem. 

It relies on the user for a self-installation, with some 
carriers reporting an average install time that is un-
der an hour.  

There are over 2,800 providers of fixed wireless 
access in the United States today. The number of 
companies entering the market will significantly in-
crease competition and cause the price of broadband 
to drop even further. FWA plans are generally priced 
below cable internet rates and this new competition 
is a welcome development for low-income families.  

The Biden administration’s broadband connec-
tivity goals are intrinsically linked to the success-
ful and widespread rollout of fixed wireless access. 
We’ve made a historic investment in making broad-
band affordable through the ACP and in making 
broadband available to all Americans. This histor-
ic investment along with 5G home internet service 
means a better digital future for all of us regardless 
of race or income level. An equitable digital future 
is within reach.   

The camps for internally displaced per-
sons are scattered all over the country. And 
new ones keep springing up. Some peo-
ple had not even recovered from the 2017 
drought, which was declared a national di-
saster, before this one struck.

The worst is yet to come
In a camp in Galkayo, hundreds of 

miles north of Luuq, seven-month preg-
nant Hawa Fargod sits with her two small 
children. Her makeshift hut, like hundreds 
of others here, is made from sticks and 
covered with gunny bags and clothes. Her 
fireplace has been cold for days. 

Next door to Hawa Fargod, Hawa Shar-

if narrates her three-day journey to the 
camp on a donkey cart, with her five chil-
dren. The donkey died immediately when 
they got to the camp. 

“That donkey was the last surviving an-
imal we had. Everything else died.”

The drought has forced families apart 
- the men have gone to the towns to earn 
a living, while the women and children 
move where they can get aid. 

Humanitarian agencies say there is a 
huge funding crisis. They have just 3% of 
what is needed to intervene in the country. 

They are trying to send water trucks, 
food supplies and medical aid. But this 
cannot reach everyone - and in the next few 
weeks, it will not be possible unless more 
funding and donations are made available. 

With April rain-
fall forecast to be 
average or below 
average, there are 
fears that the worst 
is yet to come.

The feeling 
of an impending 
sense of doom is 
one Hawa Fargod 
knows all too well. 
Struggling with 
kidney disease her-
self as well as sick 
children, she is not 
hopeful for the 
future.

“I fear for my 

Nimco Abdi’s daughter is suffering from malnutrition

Somalia
continued from page 5

5G
continued from page 8
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Central Brooklyn Jazz Consortium 
(CBJC) is launching it’s 23rd season with 
a shorten version of its annual jazz festi-
val. Covid19 has taken a toll on tradition-
al live music presentations which all but 
canceled live music performances for the 
last 2 years in local music venues through-
out Brooklyn and beyond. During  April, 
Jazz appreciation month, CBJC is pre-
senting a mini version of the festival on 2 
week ends of April 22, 23rd and April 29, 
30rdby hosting live music in local venues 
in Central Brooklyn. For the past 22 years, 
CBJC collaborated with small business 
owners, local institutions, and churches to 
present a month-long festival of Jazz and 
artistic events throughout the Brooklyn 
community. Although, shortened for 2022, 
it promises to be a vibrant and lively music 
presentation which continues the opportu-
nities for the community to embrace the 
legacy of  Jazz from a local and global per-
spective with an array of local and inter-
nationally known musicians. “CBJC is de-
lighted to continue its efforts of 23 years of 
preserving, promoting and supporting live 
music within the underserved communities 
of Brooklyn,” remarked Board Chairman 
Clarence Mosley. “Our vision is to inspire 

young and emerging musicians to continue 
the Jazz tradition while creating Jazz that 
appeals to today’s audiences and genera-
tions to come.”

This year CBJC will produce its an-
nual programs: Tech for Musicians, Jazz! 
The Women’s Viewpoint, Cultures United, 
Summer Jazz concert series and the Youth 
Jazz Jamboree and Health Fair. Plans to 
launch The CBJC Lounge, a virtual gath-
ering place for Jazz musicians, fans  and 
small business owners come together to 
share insights and information with their 
peers is in the works and dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

Founded in 1999, Central Brooklyn 
Jazz Consortium is a nonprofit corporation 
committed to preserving, promoting, and 
supporting live music within the under-
served communities of Brooklyn founded 
by Alma Carroll, Voila Plummer and Tor-
rie McCartney. The membership consists 
of jazz aficionados, entertainment venues, 
musicians, faith-based institutions, and 
community organizations.

Contact: www.cbjcjazz.org   Email: 
contact@cbjcjazz.org  Phone: 718-803-
7803

CENTRAL BROOKLYN JAZZ FESTIVAL 2022
Music of the Spirit Goes Live

April 22, 23rd & April 29 & 30th
April 22nd 
Williamsburg Music Center, 
367 Bedford Ave, Bkly10pm  
Ph 718.384.1654
www.wmcjazz.com  
Brownstone Jazz, 107 Macon St. 
Bklyn
 7pm & 10:30pm Ph 917-704-9237
 Reservations  Recommended
https://bit.ly/BrnStJazz

April 23rd 
Brownstone Jazz, 107 Macon St. 
Bklyn
 7pm & 10:30pm Ph 917-704-9237
 Reservations  Recommended
https://bit.ly/BrnStJazz
 
Sistas’ Place,  456 Nostrand Ave., 
Bklyn
9 & 10:30pm Ph  718-398-1766
Reservations Recommended
 www.sistasplace.org

April 29th
Balboa Restaurant, 1655 Bedford 
Ave. Bklyn
7 & 8:30pm  Ph 917-685-3508
www.stevecromity@wordpress.com

April 29th
Brownstone Jazz, 107 Macon St. 
Bklyn
 7pm & 10:30pm Ph 917-704-9237
 Reservations  Recommended
https://bit.ly/BrnStJazz

Williamsburg Music Center, 367 
Bedford Ave. Bklyn
10pm Ph 718.384.1654
 www.wmcjazz.com

Apr. 30th 
Betty Carter Auditorium for the Arts, 
1561 Bedford Ave., Bklyn
7:30pm Ph 718.709.3865
www.majorowenscenter.com  

Brownstone Jazz, 107 Macon St. 
Bklyn
 7pm & 10:30pm Ph 917-704-9237
 Reservations  Recommended
https://bit.ly/BrnStJazz

Sistas’ Place, 456 Nostrand Ave., 
Bklyn 
9&10:30pm Ph 718-3981766 
 www.sistasplace.org   

•By Fern E. Gillespie 
Ntozake Shange’s “For Colored Girls 

Who Have Considered Suicide When 
the Rainbow is Enuf” is coming back to 

Broadway this April 
with a new look, 
style, rhythm, and 
sound.

“I feel that direc-
tor-choreographer, 

Camille A. Brown, really wanted to cel-
ebrate Ntozake’s work and bring it into 
the 21st century for younger generations 
who may not have been familiar with her 
work,” explained singer, composer and 
musician Martha Redbone, who created 
the new music score for For Colored Girls 
with her husband and collaborator Aaron 
Whitby. “We met with the director to help 
work with her creative vision for the mu-
sic. She basically summed up her creative 
vision in three words – Black Girl Joy.”

So, Redbone and Whitby set out to cre-
ate a vibe. They explored music genres that 
celebrated the African American music of 
Black women and adapted music styles to 
the poems.  “We covered the African Dias-
pora of all these genres from jazz and blues 
and R&B and soul and aspects of dance 
like modern dance and step dancing,” she 
said. “We wanted to highlight the music 
according to the choreography that she cre-
ated for the piece.” 

The couple is very familiar with For 
Colored Girls. In 2019, they were the com-
posers of the Public Theatre’s iteration of 
the choreo-poem.  “We were invited to set 
some of the poetry to song. To turn into 
lyrics with songs,” said Redbone. “But the 
one that’s coming out now is a totally dif-
ferent reimagined show.”

Redbone is an acclaimed vocalist, 
songwriter, composer, and educator. She is 
known for her music gumbo of folk, blues, 
and gospel from her childhood in Kentucky 

growing up with her grandparents who 
were Native American and African Ameri-
can to her Brooklynite edge. As a teen, she 
moved to Brooklyn and attended Fashion 
High School. Moving to England, she met 
Whitby, a London pianist, composer, and 
producer who has recorded or performed 
with George Clinton, Luther Vandross, 
Natalie Cole, Randy Brecker, Lisa Fisch-
er, David Amram and more. “I engineered 
Natalie Cole’s record ‘Living for Love’ it 
won a Grammy,” he said.  Currently, he 
is working as an engineer on the “Luther 
Vandross Legacy Project” featuring sever-
al of Vandross’ back-up singers. 

“I remember having Luther Vandross’ 
voice in the speakers when I was in the stu-
dio. His voice was big. It filled every part 
of the studio. It just filled the speakers. His 

voice alone was like an oak tree,” he re-
called. 

 The couple, who reside in Fort Greene, 
have been together for 29 years.  Redbone, 
who recently performed on NPR’s popular 
Tiny Desk Concert, gives voice to issues of 
social justice, bridging traditions, connect-
ing cultures, and celebrating the human 
spirit. 

To Redbone, the 2022 Broadway pro-
duction of For Colored Girls has a fasci-
nating flair. “Camille Brown is a younger 
woman. And, so she has a younger ap-
proach to the overall piece. Her interpre-
tation is very unique. I thought it was also 
brave to push the envelope of Ntozake’s 
work,” said Redbone. “I think the result is 
really amazing. It highlights that the words 
that Ntozake wrote back in the 1970s are 
still relevant today. Still fresh. In many 

ways, you know, through the good and the 
bad, it shows that we as Black women to-
day are still dealing with a lot of issues that 
we were dealing with back in the 1970s. 
So, you know the journey is long and hard 
and the struggle is real. But the resilience is 
even brighter. And I can see it with all the 
young women on the stage. Their strengths 
make her words even more immortal.”

Over the years, Redbone had met 
Ntozake several times at social events. 
“I’m a fangirl,” she explained. “Ntozake 
was a brilliant woman who was more than 
loved. She was beloved.”

 In next week’s issue, the “In Support 
of Colored Girls” story features interviews 
with Don Sutton, Ntozake Shange’s Liter-
ary Trustee, and Paul T. Williams, Jr., Ms. 
Shange’s brother.

Composers Martha Redbone and Aaron 
Whitby Set “for colored girls” to Music


